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because he bad no cuirass and bow, the reviewing-officer
abstained from entering his name until he had brought
them. Then the re vie wing-officer assigned to each warrior
a stipend of four thousand dirhems, but marked to the
name of Kesra four thousand and one dirhems. The
parade having come to an end, the reviewing-offic.er left his
seat, paid obeisance to Naushirvan, and spoke as follows:
' I beseech your majesty not to blame me for what 1 have
done. My object was merely to establish justice and
regularity in the army.' Kesra replied: ' I shall put up
with the severity of any man who aims at the welfare of
the realm in the same manner as a patient swallows a
bitter draught to recover his health.*

It is related in some trustworthy books that when
Naushirvan was fully established in Ins empire, and all
men were awed by his glory and majesty, the kings of the
surrounding regions sent embassies with presents to his
most exalted court. One of these was the sovereign of
China, who possessed a castle encrusted with gems and
pearls, and from which two brooks flowed, watering cam-
phor and lignum-aloe trees, the perfume whereof spread to
a distance of two farsakhs, and two thousand maids waited
on him in his harem. He sent an ambassador to Naushir-
van with gifts, among which was a horseman and his
charger, inlaid with pearls, the eyes both of the cavalier
and his steed consisting of red rubies, and the hilt of the
rider's sword of emeralds with other costly gems. He sent
likewise a silken cloth which contained the portrait of the
king sitting on his throne in full assembly, dressed in his
regalia, and wearing a crown on his head. In his rear
stood attendants, each of whom was dressed in a robo of
blue silk, embroidered with gold. This gift was offered in
a golden casket, borne by a slave-girl, whoso stature was
concealed by her own hair; whenever she removed it, her
countenance shone according to the manner of lightning in
a dark night.

The king sent a golden model of a palace, the gates
whereof consisted of rubies. Also one thousand maims of